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BATTALION CHIEF McGRATH: Today's date is 
Wednesday, January 2nd, 2002, the time is 1436 hours, 
and this is Battalion Chief James McGrath of the Fire 
Department of the City of New York. I'm conducting an 
interview with Stephen Zasa of the 21 Battalion. This 
interview will be regarding the events of September 
11th, 2001. The interview is taking place in the 
quarters of Battalion 21. 

Q. Steve, if you'll please state your name and 
just tell your story from the receipt of the alarm 
until as far as we can go. 

A. I'm Stephen R. Zasa, Firefighter ist Grade, 
and I've been detailed in the battalion for the past 
year and a half, and I was working the morning of 
September 11th. We responded to a box at Bayley Seton 
Hospital. We had received a report from the members 
coming out of the hospital that a possible plane had 
struck the World Trade Center. 

Upon hearing that information, we took a ride 
down to Bay Street, and we had seen a lot of white 
smoke coming from the area where the World Trade Center 
is. So we proceeded to the pier, the Navy port where 
the ships dock down there, and we parked facing the 


World Trade Center and we saw a heavy smoke condition 
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coming out of the top of the building. I think Chief 
Vallebuona at the time got on the radio with the 
dispatcher asking why it was only -- at the time, as 
far as we knew, it was a second alarm. We didn't see 
any signs of fire or flames. We weren't sure if a 
plane had really struck the World Trade. It was just a 
rumor. We didn't hear anything. 

Upon that time I heard a plane roar. I had 
my window down and on my side we saw a plane flying 
very low come right across us and with a loud, you 
know, the engines revved up, and I had mentioned to 
him, I had no idea that it was heading towards that 
way, and I just said like where is this guy going, you 
know, he was extremely low, not realizing it was 
another plane heading towards the World Trade, and we 
saw it struck the building, we saw a big mushroom of 
flame, of fire coming up, and it was like disbelief, 
and he had gotten on the radio and notified the 
dispatcher another plane had struck the World Trade 
Center. 

Then we were dispatched to the 32 Battalion. 
From there we had picked up a Chief, I don't know even 
his name, and an aide, extra cylinders, and we went 


through the tunnel, proceeded to the west side. 
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Q. Here's a map, if it will help you at all. 

A. Maybe West and Liberty we were? Maybe West 
and Vesey we were. I guess it was Vesey. When we got 
out of the car, Chief Vallebuona -- I can't remember. 
We just got out of the car and he went to see if he 
could get some information, came back to the car, and I 
just remember looking up and seeing the flames coming 
out, Knowing that we had a -- you know, they were 
having a tough time up there. 

AS we opened up the doors, I couldn't even 
tell you how long it was after that but it wasn't too 
long, we had the battalion doors open, we were standing 
there, and then we saw everything -- we looked up and 
everything just started coming down. So we proceeded 
to run, I guess, towards the water, and we just got 
caught up in that cloud of smoke. I just remember 
turning around and seeing the cloud of smoke coming 
down and it just engulfed us. 

I couldn't even remember if I heard things on 
the radio and I just can't remember. I remember just 
kneeling down and just stuff coming down all around us, 
choking, gagging on -- inhaled a lot of that dust. I 
heard somebody calling out. It was just like dead 


silence for a while, I didn't have no gear, no turnout 
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coat, I just put my hands over my head, and I heard 
somebody calling out. I answered after a while and it 
wound up being Chief Vallebuona and we got together, 
made it to -- tried to find our way around. 

We made it to a building. There was a 
doorman. We banged on the glass. He let us in. There 
may have been one or two civilians with us. We stayed 
there for a little while and we made it back out again 
and headed to where our battalion car was. I can't 
even remember what transpired during that. All I 
remember was he found a mask, he handed me my mask, he 
said it was going to get worse before it gets better, 
and then we heard the second rumble coming down and 
just took off again. 

Upon that I fell to the ground and a fireman 
came up to me. He had his mask and full gear on. 
Again, I didn't have my gear, my helmet. I had 
nothing. He was sharing his mask with me and I think 
it was a PD guy with me. We got to a building a few 
blocks down. It was cops, a couple firemen, took us in 
the building, cleaned everything off, rinsed my mouth 
out again, came outside, saw parts of the plane on the 
ground and then just made it back to the car. I didn't 


know where Chief Vallebuona was then. I saw him at the 
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scene again and we just remained there for a while and 
that was it. We started seeing the guys coming up from 
the ferry. I couldn't even tell you how long that 

was. I think that was about it. 

Q. Is there anything that you can remember, any 
companies, any -- 

A. I just remember seeing a rig there. I looked 
for an extra cylinder on the way back up again. After 
the second plane came in, there was nothing. Dead 
silence. I just saw flashing lights again. No 
cylinders, didn't hear anybody, just maybe saw a couple 
guys at the curb, just guys milling around, I guess. I 
think everybody was in shock. We heard planes flying 
up above and thought there were still attacks. 
Everybody was kind of like crouching down again, 
kneeling down, not knowing if they were dropping bombs 
or what was going on. It was just a lot of silence, 
you just saw the lights on the rigs and I may have 
heard radio transmissions. I can't remember. 
Basically, that's about all I can remember. 

Q. Can you remember any of the specifics of any 
of the radio transmissions? 

A. No, at this time I can't. 


Q. Okay. Is there anything else that you can 
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possibly think of that might add to this? 
A. No, that's just basically it. 
BATTALION CHIEF MCGRATH: Okay, Steve. I 
want to thank you very much for the interview. This 
will conclude the interview, then. The time is 1445 


and thank you very much for all your help. 


